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Minutes of the Anglo-German FHS 38th Annual General Meeting 
 

 Held on Saturday 13th June 2026 at King’s Cross Methodist Church Hall, Crestfield Street, WC1 

        

 

  Welcome 

Noële Barnfield welcomed members to the 2026 AGM. 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from: Gwen Davis, Jennifer Taylor, Jenny and Peter Towey, Chris 

Wade, Bronwyn Klimach, Jo and Martin Lawrence, Keith Schnaar, Sue Neale, Lance Pettitt 

 

2. Minutes of last AGM 14th June 2025 

 
               The previous minutes had been published on the AGFHS website and were accepted by those  
                 Members attending the meeting. 

                      
 

3. Matters arising 

 
                There were no matters arising. 
 

 

5.  Chairperson’s Report 

 
As I am sure most of you will appreciate this year has been very difficult for me personally 

and I have stepped back somewhat over the last six months. However, the rest of your 
committee has worked tirelessly over the past year for the society, encouraging use of our 

FaceBook page as a platform to share ideas and information, and initiating other new ideas to 

try and encourage new members and of course more research.  
 

New volunteers for the committee are also sought. Sue Neale has had to step down so a 

volunteer for Minutes Secretary would be particularly helpful. Extra help would be welcome 

in other areas too. 
 

 I am very indebted to Caroline and others for taking on the provision of refreshments at 

meetings at short notice, and any extra offers of help with these would be very welcome. 
Also, Lesley Secker has kindly offered to ‘man’ the book stall during our in-person meetings, 

but additional help to set up and put it away again would, I am sure, be welcome.  When 

available at meetings the book stall is a great benefit to members and incurs no postage costs, 
another good reason to attend meetings. Our bookshop is also available as a postal service, via 

Jenny Towey, and on-line from Parish Chest. 

 

The ‘Blatt, produced three times a year, continues to be a great source of information as well 
as interesting articles and very helpful advice.  

 

Unfortunately, we have had to shelve a possible conference in Manchester next year due to a 
lack of enough volunteers to pull this together. 

 

We continue the pattern of 4 in-person meetings at King’s Cross, and two Zoom only 
meetings in August and February. As always, Ann Gilmore has arranged some extremely 
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interesting speakers, with a mix of members and outside speakers, giving great variety. 
Coming up today after the AGM we have Frank Pattison, a tour guide to Germany and retired 

German teacher, taking us on an illustrated journey through Berlin’s history.  

 
Save unavoidable technical problems with the WiFi, all our in-person meetings continue to be 

made available ‘live’ via Zoom, so that members who are not able to travel to King’s Cross, 

can log-in. Jeremy also records the talks, so they are available to people who are not able to 

attend on the day. I would again stress though that nothing beats meeting in person, chatting 
to other members, etc. So if you are in contact with anyone you consider might be interested 

do please encourage them to come along to a meeting, and please continue to support the 

society yourselves. 
 

 Most especially this year, my very sincere thanks go to all the committee members for their 

work and support: 
 

Jeremy Gilmore, our long-serving treasurer, who also arranges and sets up the Zoom 

meetings, liaises with speakers, facilitates the showing of illustrations and deals with the 

inevitable technical issues etc. and Ann Gilmore who has continued to source and arrange the 
varied and interesting speakers.  Peter and Jenny Towey for taking on the majority of the 

admin. for our FaceBook page and answering the queries that have been submitted, as well as 

Jenny being Bookshop Manager/running the postal bookshop etc.   Jennifer Taylor and all the 
editorial team who continue to produce the excellent ‘Blatt and occasional papers.  Betty 

Anderson, our Membership Secretary, who also faithfully ‘mans’ the door, along with other 

volunteers and gives out the prize draw tickets. Sue Neale, who has been our long serving 
Minutes Secretary until very recently, and Gwen Davis our Secretary, KGL coordinator and 

Regional Meetings Coordinator.   Andrew Guentert who deals with German family history 

journals and is our independent examiner, and Chris Arundel for all his work and innovative 

ideas for raising the profile of the society.  
 

Thanks again to the various people who kindly took over the refreshments and clearing up 

when I have been unable to attend.  
 

Finally, thanks to you, the members for continuing to support the society. Apologies if I have 

missed anyone out. 

 
Thank you. 

 

Noële Barnfield – Chairperson , June 2026 
 
 

6.      Treasurer’s Report for Year Ending 31st March 2025 
 
As you will see from the accompanying accounts (see below), we finished the financial year 

with an increase in total funds of £7497 with respect to assets at the end of 2024-25; and with 

the Deposit Account standing at £16586, compared to £8998 at the end of the previous 
financial year. 

 

With respect to income over the year, the significant differences compared with 2024-25 are: 
 

A significant 13% drop in membership subscriptions over the last year, which after stabilising 

last year, unfortunately continues the steady decline seen over many years. 

The significant increase in donations has been boosted by a generous legacy of £10000 from 
the estate of our late member, Reverend Michael Potter. However, there has been a decrease 

in the donations given by members with their annual subscriptions. But I would like to thank 

members for their continued generous donations which they include with their subscription 
payments. 
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The sales of books increased significantly by 35%, boosted by purchases of the new edition of 
Sue Gibbon’s popular ‘German Pork Butchers in Britain’, particularly at a regional meeting in 

Bradford for descendants of German Pork Butchers arranged by Karl-Heinz Wüstner and 

local members.  
All other items remained approximately in line with last year. 

 

With respect to expenditure, the significant items are: 

 
An increase of £780 under Fees. This was due to the timing of upgrades to the AGFHS 

website’s Joomla Content Management software, with the 2024-25 upgrade and invoice  

being delayed until April 2025, whilst the 2026 upgrade was invoiced as usual in February 
2026. 

The expected costs of printing the 2nd edition of Sue Gibbons’ ‘German Pork Butchers in 

Britain’ book under Other Printing. 
Fees for speakers remains modest, in particular thanks to the number of members’ talks. 

All other items remained approximately in line with the previous year.  

 

The estimate of the value of the Society’s assets shows an increase of £1161, due to an 
increase in the Bookshop inventory with the addition of the new Pork Butchers publication.   

 

In summary, I can report a significant increase in overall funds, due to the generous legacy 
received by the Society. There has, however, been an underlying modest drop when the 

addition of this legacy and the cost of the book printing have been taken into account. 

 
No exceptional expenditures are expected in 2025-26. 

Members may be curious to know of any specific plans we have for the legacy. The 

Committee’s initial thoughts were that a portion should be put towards the financing of a 40th 

anniversary conference in the North of England. Members will have seen the request from our 
Vice-President Jenny Towey for regional help with the organisation of such an event but to-

date there has been insufficient uptake to allow this to be progressed further. However, the 

current healthy state of our finances does allow us to maintain membership subscriptions at 
their present rate. I am loathe to increase these at present, as past experience shows that any 

rise in rates tends to result in a further decrease in membership numbers.  

 

I would like to finish by thanking Andrew Güntert for his advice and the meticulous 
examination of the accounts.  

 

Jeremy Gilmore – Treasurer, June 2026     
       

    

Acceptance of the financial statements for 2025-26 was proposed (Noële 

Barnfield), seconded (Caroline Street) and agreed by those members attending 

the 2026 AGM.  

 
 

7. Other Reports 
 
 

a. Secretary 
 

Sorry I cannot be at today’s AGM. I am still suffering from back pain and am unable to travel 

very far. Occasionally I am asked what the role of the AGFHS is. Most enquiries I get from non-

members wanting some general information about what we can provide to help their research, 
while occasionally some people think we should be doing their research at no cost. “Who Do You 

Think You Are” on television usually generates some interest from outside the society. 
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I always welcome contact from society members and am pleased to help if I can or to direct 
queries to other members who may be able to help. I am sure you join me in thanking all the 

committee members for their work during the year. 

 
I look forward to hearing from more members in future.    

 

   Gwen Davis – Secretary, June 2026 

 
 

b. Membership Secretary 

 
The Society’s membership has fallen considerably this year and now stands at 363 compared 

with 438 last year. We lost a total of 75 and there were only 18 new members who joined 
since last year’s AGM compared with 30 the previous year. 

 

So far we have 5 members joining in August and as the new series of WDYTYA, which is 
currently showing on BBC1, we hopefully can expect some more. 

  

Once again may I remind members that it is renewal time again, and that by now you should 

have received the Summer edition of the Blatt in which you will find the renewal form 
together with a Standing Order Mandate. For those who prefer to pay by credit or debit card 

you can renew online at either the Parish Chest or Genfair. We can also accept bank transfers. 

 
Finally I would like to thank all those members who gave donations last year, and to say that 

the Society is most grateful for any donations received however small.   

 
Betty Anderson – Membership Secretary, June 2026 
 

 

c. Programme Organiser  

 

Over the past year we have had 5 talks from 4 members, one of whom did 2 talks, and we’ve 

had 6 talks from outside speakers, one of whom did 3 of those talks. Several replacement 

talks were hastily arranged due to the previously booked speaker needing to cancel at short 

notice, so I am particularly grateful to Kathy Chater, the outside speaker and to one of our 
members who also stepped in to do a talk with little notice.  Luckily, Kathy Chater usually is 

available on Saturdays, so once we have heard all of her talks I will be badgering members to 

step up with little warning to do a talk! Talks from members are great for several reasons:  we 
can hear about how they traced their German ancestors and about the lives of those ancestors, 

or about some person of German descent, unrelated to them, but whose interesting story they 

may have chanced upon.  Some members talk about an area of family or social history of 
particular interest to them.  An added bonus of having talks given by members is that our 

Society saves money—outside speakers cost a lot, but we do not pay members.  If needed, 

Jeremy is happy to help with putting your talk into a Powerpoint presentation.  Your talk can 

be the usual 50 minutes with questions afterwards, or you could do a shorter 25 minute talk, 
and share the hour with another member’s short talk.  If you don’t live near London you could 

still do a talk for our online only meetings in February or August.  If you would like to give a 

talk or if you know of a speaker or talk which might be of interest to the rest of us, please 
contact me, and please use something like ‘Talk for AGFHS’ as your subject line.  Many 

thanks to all of our members who have given talks or suggested a talk.   

 
Our members’ talks over the last year have covered a variety of subjects:  Sue Gibbons 

stepped up to replace another member who had to cancel at short notice.  Sue talked about 

Tracing Immigrant Ancestors and discussed a variety of ways of finding them—a very useful 

talk.  Jenny Towey talked about what to do next after you receive your DNA report.  Richard 
Ford told us about his German Ancestors in a talk titled From Belsenberg to Britain.  
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Richard’s German ancestry includes pork butchers, army service, internment as an alien, and 
deportation.  (Unfortunately, I cannot recall if that is all the same person or not—sorry 

Richard!)  Member Claudia Sternberg gave us 2 talks—the first, entitled From Germany to 

Yorkshire, was about German immigrants since the 2nd World War and British-born people 
of German descent, especially German immigrants in the last 30-40 years, and how they view 

themselves now regarding their ‘German-ness’.  The 2nd of her talks was about the life of 

Paul Cohen-Portheim, a German-Jewish Cosmopolitan man, a writer, translator and painter, 

who had lived in England and who was also interned on the Isle of Man and at Lofthouse 
Park Camp during the 1st World War.  We had originally planned that the 2nd talk that day 

would also be by Corinna Meiss with more about the life and family history of Portheim, but 

unfortunately, Corinna had to cancel due to another commitment which was taking longer 
than she had planned.  (I will book for later.) 

 

The 6 talks from outside speakers over the last year included the following:  Karen 
DeBruyne’s talk, Finding Jacob, was about her husband’s great grandfather, and about the 

sources she used to find out about is life.  She used DNA matches, translation tools, and 

sources in the Dutch East Indies, Paraguay and the Netherlands as well as here in the UK.  

Gill Blanchard told us about Trade Directories and Gazetteers, very useful for finding your 
German ancestor’s business premises in the UK.  Matt Graydon spoke about the story of a 

German man who married his Aunt.  Matt has fictionalised his Uncle’s life and written a 

successful novel. using his Uncle’s life as the basis for the story.  Kathy Chater gave us 3 
talks over the last year, stepping in when a booked speaker had to cancel.  Luckily for us, she 

is usually free on Saturdays.  She talked about the London Labyrinth, on the variety of 

resources available in London for finding ancestors.  Her 2nd talk was Coroners’ Inquests and 
her 3rd talk was Institutions in the Censuses, when she gave us ideas for finding an ancestor 

who is not with their family in a census—they might be in gaol, in a workhouse, etc. 

 

Many thanks to those of you who have suggested or given a talk, and especially to Jeremy for 
handling the tech for us and for sending out e-mail reminders to members before every 

meeting.  Today, after the break, we will have a talk from Frank Pattison on The Many Faces 

of Berlin. 
 

Ann Sternberg Gilmore – Programme Organiser, June 2026 
 

 

        
d.  Mitteilungsblatt Editorial 

 

This year we have again produced three issues, but sadly, due to the falling membership, we 
have not been able to achieve forty pages consistently.  The number of contributions has, 

however, increased slightly recently and we are grateful to all our contributors, both the 

occasional contributions from the general membership and the regular contributions from 
members of the Committee.  Among the latter a relatively new feature has been the DNA 

Corner, written by Jenny Towey, informing readers of the new advances in this area which can 

aid family history research. We are also indebted to Andrew Güntert for explanatory material 
about the Society’s website, much appreciated by those who need encouragement to take 

advantage of this aspect of technology. 

 

The Blatt is a team effort, and after having lost Eva Lawrence, who sadly died in June 2025, 
we are happy to welcome Lance Pettitt to the editorial team, as well as new members to the 

proofreading team. Finally, thanks are due to our indefatigable publishers who put the finishing 

touches to the Blatt and give it a professional polish. 
 

 And just to finish with an appeal to all our members:  please write up your research for the 

‘Blatt so that we can continue to present our readers with a wide variety of articles. 

 
Your Editorial Team 
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Jennifer Taylor - Editorial Team, June 2026 

 

e. Bookshop and Facebook 
 

This year has seen the long-awaited second edition of our publication German Pork Butchers 

in Britain by Sue Gibbons.  The new edition has many more pages than the 1st edition, costs 

£16 and is available from the usual channels (ie with cheque/cash from Jenny Towey or 
bookshop at meetings, online with credit card from ParishChest or GenFair). 

 

Peter & I attended the Pork Butchers’ Descendants’ Reunion in Bradford last year – which 
was held only two weeks after I had received delivery of this new publication!  Consequently, 

initial sales were excellent – together with sales of our recipe book. 

 

Generally, sales have slightly risen this year – partially due, I think, to the direct links, on our 
website, to the online sales companies of ParishChest & GenFair. 

 

May I make a plea that book orders and membership renewals be made through ParishChest 
as we don’t pay such a high commission on them (due to ParishChest being owned by the 

FHF and us being members of same). 

 
As of 2nd June we had 575 Facebook members.  Additional members are just a trickle, these 

days, but I try and keep the site interesting by forwarding informative/attractive items from 

other Facebook groups. It is gratifying to see that existing members are helping new members 

out with translation and research suggestions. 
 

Jenny Towey - Vice President and Bookshop Manager, June 2026 

 

f. Publicity 

 
Last year I reported on efforts to raise awareness of the society, by setting up a dedicated 

AGFHS Press email account to enable contact with the press offices of organisations we want 

to work with. I also reported on efforts to spread the word via the various town-twinning 
associations and “for Europe” groups in the UK. 

 

I’m pleased to report we now have good relations with the influential British-German 
Association, who regularly promote our talks via their newsletter. The approach with the 

BGA, and other organisations, is to make short, simple requests and always leave them with a 

positive, trouble-free experience. In return, we publicise their Zoom talks and boost the 

audiences for them. 
 

We have good relations with the Goethe-Institut and recently received an invitation to attend 

a discussion about cultural and educational links between the UK and Germany, involving the 
heads of the British Council and the Goethe-Institut, the event being introduced by the 

German ambassador Suzanne Baumann. Andrew Güntert and Professor Lance Pettitt, both of 

whom are involved in educational links between the UK and Germany, and will hopefully 
spread the word about the society to all and sundry. 

 

One of the themes that emerged from last year’s members’ survey was an interest in more 

meetings and meetups in the regions, and to enable this we’ve now set up two regional 
WhatsApp groups, to allow members there to chat, ask questions, and make plans. One group 

is centred around the Northwest, and the second covers the Northeast and Cumbria – and 

initial signs are there’s a good takeup. But keeping the groups active and interesting is in the 
hands of the group members, so do check in and ask questions – or even raise topics like “Do 

you have a favourite German food?” or “Do you have a favourite German holiday tip?” 
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There has been interest in these groups and there is perhaps scope for launching more regional 

WhatsApp groups covering, for example, East Anglia, Wales or the Southwest. If you want to 

set up a regional WhatsApp group, email Jeremy and he will, in his busy schedule, set up an 
email group and invite all the members in that region to join. Joining is entirely voluntary, 

and the group might be fun. 

 

Our Development Advisor, Chris Wade, will talk about his Heritage Open Days collaborative 
map. Work to publicise this project is underway, and the Family History Federation, the 

Austrian Embassy, and the Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain have already agreed 

to share information online or via their networks. 
 

Chris Arundel - Publicity, June 2026 

 

g. German Family History Journals 

 
Andrew updated the AGM on his work during the year, describing the German FHSs who 

send us their journals and explaining how he translates and publishes the contents of the 

article titles in these journals so that AGFHS Members can see if anything is of interest to 
them. Members can then contact him by email (andrewguentert@gmail.com ) to ask for 

further details or to ask for a translation of any relevant article. 

 
He showed where and how these can be found on the Society website (see slides below) and 

then went on to explain and demonstrate the fairly new very detailed website section listing 

most of the FHSs in Germany by location and how each of these can be contacted either by 

email or by accessing their homepages. Direct links to most of the homepages are on our 
website (German Family History Society Periodicals - AGFHS; German FHSs - AGFHS).  

 

Andrew also referred to his articles in the last 2 Blatts about what can be seen on the AGFHS 
website and how the information can be used productively. 

 
Andrew Güntert, June 2026 

 

h. Development 
 

This year, the Anglo German Family History Society is thrilled to announce our participation 

in the nationwide Heritage Open Days 2026 initiative. To mark the occasion, we are launching 
an interactive, collaborative map on our website dedicated to tracing the rich legacy of our 

ancestors. We are inviting all members and anyone with German or Austrian heritage to share 

short stories and descriptions of the contributions their forebears made to life in the UK. 
Whether it is a tale of occupational triumph, a significant societal impact, or simply the quiet, 

enduring strength of building a family in a new country, this map will serve as a visual 

celebration of our shared history and the profound footprint of the Anglo-German community 

across the UK. 
 

We strongly encourage everyone here today to get involved and help us populate this map with 

your unique family histories. Adding your ancestor’s story is a wonderful way to honour their 
memory while building a lasting, publicly accessible archive for future generations and 

researchers. Please visit our dedicated event page at: Help Us Map Our German-Speaking 

Heritage - AGFHS to submit your short description and place your family’s pin on the map (see 

slides below). Your stories are the very heart of this society, and together, we can create a 
powerful, nationwide tribute to the German and Austrian men and women who helped shape 

our communities. Please do share this opportunity with others with German / Austrian Heritage. 

 
 

Chris Wade – Development Advisor, June 2026 

mailto:andrewguentert@gmail.com
https://www.agfhs.com/research/german-family-history-society-periodicals
https://www.agfhs.com/german-fhss
https://www.agfhs.com/events/heritage-open-days-2026
https://www.agfhs.com/events/heritage-open-days-2026
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8. Any Other Business 

 
No matters were arising. 

 

 

9. Election of Independent Examiner 

 
Andrew Güntert has kindly agreed to continue in the role of Independent Examiner. This was 

proposed (Noële Barnfield), seconded (Bob Rush) and agreed by those members of the Society 

present at the 2026 AGM. 

 

 

              There being no other business, Noële Barnfield thanked everyone for attending 

the 2026 Annual General Meeting. 
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Financial Statement 31st March 2026 (Jeremy Gilmore): 
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German Family History Periodicals and Societies (Andrew Güntert): 
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 13 
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Heritage Open Days 2026 – Mapping German-Speaking Heritage in the UK 

(Chris Wade): 
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